
What is “The 30 By 30 

Campaign”?
What Could It Mean for Utah (and the nation) ?

Rep. Keven Stratton



What is 30x30?

“…protect 30% of 
the earth’s lands 
and waters by 2030, 
with the ultimate 
goal of keeping 50% 
natural. In the United 
States, only 12% of 
land is currently 
protected.“
https://www.nrdc.org/experts/sharon-buccino/red-rocks-role-
saving-
nature?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaig
n=Nature

https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/green/reports/2019/08/06/473242/much-nature-america-keep/


Who is behind the 30 X 30 Goal?
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“Ahead of Biden’s inauguration, these groups, 
spearheaded by the Center for Biological 
Diversity, presented him with a progressive 

“Climate President” action plan and 
model executive order. The Center has 

been leading the call to reinstate the crude oil 
export ban under a climate emergency 

declaration since 2016.”

https://biologicaldiversity.org/w/news/press-releases/congressional-bill-urges-biden-declare-climate-emergency-2021-02-04/

https://www.climatepresident.org/
https://biologicaldiversity.org/w/news/press-releases/biden-urged-sign-climate-emergency-executive-order-2020-12-16/
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/news/press_releases/2016/climate-emergency-04-20-2016.html


December 16, 2020 – 350 Organizations Urge Biden 

to Sign Climate Emergency Executive Order

https://biologicaldiversity.org/w/news/press-releases/biden-urged-sign-climate-emergency-executive-order-2020-12-16/



#ClimatePresident Action Plan

Delivered to president elect-Biden December 16, 2020

https://www.climatepresident.org/#list

https://www.climatepresident.org/#list


“TEN ESSENTIAL CLIMATE ACTIONS THE NEXT 

PRESIDENT CAN TAKE WITHOUT CONGRESS”

1. “Declare a national climate emergency under the 
National Emergencies Act.”

2. “Keep fossil fuels in the ground.”

3. “Stop fossil fuel exports and infrastructure approvals.”

4. “Shift financial flows from fossil fuels to climate 
solutions.”

5. “Use the Clean Air Act to set a science-based national 
pollution cap for greenhouse gas pollutants. Then, use 
all Clear Air Act programs to drive emissions towards 
zero economy-wide.”

6. “Power the electricity sector with 100% clean and 
renewable energy by 2030 and promote energy 
democracy.”

7. “Launch a just transition to protect our communities, 
workers, and economy.”

8. “Advance Climate Justice: Direct federal agencies to 
assess and mitigate environmental harms to 
disproportionately impacted Indigenous Peoples, 
People and Communities of Color, and low-wealth 
communities.”

9. “Make polluters pay: Investigate and prosecute fossil 
fuel polluters for the damages they have caused. 
Commit to veto all legislation that grants legal immunity 
for polluters, undermines existing environmental laws, or 
advances false solutions.”

10. “Rejoin the Paris Agreement and lead with science-
based commitments that ensure that the United States, 
as a the world’s largest cumulative historical emitter, 
contributes its fari share and advances climate justice.”

Delivered to president-elect Biden December 16, 2020

https://www.climatepresident.org/#list

https://www.climatepresident.org/#list


Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-OR) 
December 21, 2020

“But we cannot wait. We 

need bold executive 

action …

The National 

Emergencies Act (NEA) 

and the Defense 

Production Act (DPA) 

give the president broad 

powers to act in the 

national interest during 

grave national 

emergencies.”
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/12/21/jeff-merkley-biden-climate-crisis-executive-action/

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Emergencies_Act
https://www.fema.gov/disasters/defense-production-act


April 20, 2016

Legal Petition 

Pushes President 

Obama to End 

Crude Oil Exports, 

Declare Climate 

Emergency
350 Organizations Back Effort to 

Protect Climate, Communities 

From Fracking Pollution Linked to 

Exporting U.S. Oil

https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/news/press_releases/2016/climate-emergency-04-20-2016.html



Will Senate wins unlock Biden's 100% clean 

energy agenda? January 7, 2021

“An emergency climate mobilization?”

“380 climate action groups to petitioned Biden last month to wield 

presidential authority under separate federal laws to order 

accelerated federal investment in wind, solar and battery 

installations.

“It presented Biden with a draft executive order that would 

declare a climate emergency under the 1976 National 

Emergencies Act (NEA), using it to reinstate the federal ban on 

crude oil exports and divert part of the military budget to invest in 

clean energy infrastructure. The order also would use the Clean Air 

Act to restrict greenhouse gas emissions …”

https://www.eenews.net/stories/1063721987



Will Senate wins unlock Biden's 100% clean 

energy agenda? January 7, 2021

“An emergency climate mobilization?”

“mobilize U.S. production of clean energy technologies under the 

Defense Production Act (DPA). Another order would direct the 

secretaries of Energy and Defense to use the authority of the DPA 

to mobilize domestic production of clean and renewable energy 

on a six-month deadline.

”’The point of the DPA order is to jump-start the clean energy 

economy, and then we look at utilities, community solar providers 

and [municipal power authorities] to purchase the power,’ said 

Jean Su, staff attorney with the Center for Biological Diversity, an 

organizer of the climate action group petition.”

https://www.eenews.net/stories/1063721987



President Joe Biden starts process to 

restore Utah’s national monuments

January 21, 2021

“Within the first few hours of taking the oath of 
office, the White House said the new president 
signed an executive order calling for, among 
other moves safeguarding the environment, a 
review of the boundaries set for Bears Ears
designated by President Barack Obama in 
2016, and Grand Staircase-Escalante, 
designated by President Bill Clinton in 1996. 
Biden’s order highlights the impermanence 
and perhaps futility of Trump’s gesture that 
severely shrunk those boundaries, currently 
the subject of five consolidated lawsuits that 
may soon be rendered moot.”

https://www.sltrib.com/news/environment/2021/01/20/biden-starts-process/



1,870 jurisdictions in 

33 countries have 

declared a climate 

emergency.

“Sanders, Ocasio-Cortez, 
Blumenauer aim to require Biden to 
declare climate emergency”

“’We are out of time and excuses. 
Our country is in crisis and, to 
address it, we will have to mobilize 
our social and economic resources 
on a massive scale,’ Ocasio-Cortez 
said in a statement.”

“’If we want to ensure that our 
nation has an equitable economic 
recovery and prevent yet another 
life-altering crisis - then we have to 
start by calling this moment what it 
is, a national emergency,’ she 
added.”  February 4, 2021

https://climateemergencydeclaration.org/climate-emergency-
declarations-cover-15-million-citizens/

https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/537338-sanders-

ocasio-cortez-aim-to-require-biden-to-declare-climate



Congressional 

Bill Urges Biden 

to Declare 

Climate 

Emergency 

Center for Biological Diversity
Press Release

February 4, 2021



Sens. Bernie Sanders (I-

Vt.) and Jeff Merkley (D-

Ore.) and Reps. Earl 

Blumenauer (D-Ore.) 

and Alexandria Ocasio-

Cortez (D-N.Y.) 

introduced a bill to 

require President Joe 

Biden to declare a 

climate emergency 

under the National 

Emergencies Act.

February 4, 2021



“The United States—and the 
planet—face an indisputable 
climate emergency. The solution 
to the crisis is also inarguable: We 
must transform our extractive 
economy to a regenerative and 
inclusive one, which includes 
rapidly converting our energy 
generation and transportation 
sectors to 100% clean and 
renewable energy and 
eliminating the production and 
consumption of fossil fuels.” 

https://www.climatepresident.org/Legal-Authority-for-Presidential-Climate-Action.pdf



https://www.climatepresident.org/Legal-Authority-for-Presidential-Climate-Action.pdf

Declaring a national emergency, 

pursuant to the National Emergencies 
Act, will unlock specific executive 

emergency powers enumerated in 
more than 130 statutes including 

unilaterally diverting military spending 

to renewable energy projects under 

the Defense Production Act (DPA).

Unbounded Executive Action under 

the National Emergencies Act (NEA) 

and the Defense Production Act (DPA)



Executive Order 14008 on Tackling 

the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad
January 27, 2021

“Sec. 102. …promote ending 

international financing of carbon-
intensive fossil fuel-based energy while 

simultaneously advancing sustainable 

development and a green recovery…”



“Sec. 201. Policy. … we face a climate crisis 

that threatens our people and communities, 
public health and economy, and, starkly, our 
ability to live on planet Earth. Despite the 
peril that is already evident, there is promise in 
the solutions — opportunities to create well-
paying union jobs to build a modern and 
sustainable infrastructure, deliver an 
equitable, clean energy future, and put the 
United States on a path to achieve net-zero 
emissions, economy-wide, by no later than 
2050.”

Executive Order 14008 on Tackling 

the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad
January 27, 2021



“Sec. 202.  White House Office of Domestic Climate 

Policy. … All agencies shall cooperate with the Climate 
Policy Office…to facilitate the organization and 
deployment of a Government-wide approach 
to combat the climate crisis. … deliver environmental 
justice; and spur well-paying union jobs and economic 
growth. …engage on these matters with State, local, 
Tribal, and territorial governments; workers and 
communities; and leaders across the various sectors of 
our economy … prioritize action on climate change in 
their policy-making and budget processes, in their 
contracting and procurement, and in their 
engagement with State, local, Tribal, and territorial 
governments; workers and communities; and leaders 
across all the sectors of our economy.”

Executive Order 14008 on Tackling 

the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad
January 27, 2021



“Sec. 204. Lead the Nation’s effort to 

combat the climate crisis by example 

— specifically, by aligning the 

management of Federal procurement 

and real property, public lands and 

waters, and financial programs to 

support robust climate action.” 

Executive Order 14008 on Tackling 

the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad
January 27, 2021



“Sec. 204. Develop[] a comprehensive 

plan to create union jobs and stimulate 

clean energy industries…The plan shall 

aim to… achieve or facilitate: (i) a 

carbon pollution-free electricity sector

no later than 2035 (ii) clean and zero-

emission vehicles for Federal, State, 

local, and Tribal government fleets…”

Executive Order 14008 on Tackling 

the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad
January 27, 2021



“Sec. 208.  Oil and Natural Gas Development on Public 

Lands and in Offshore Waters. …the Secretary of the 

Interior shall pause new oil and natural gas leases on 
public lands or in offshore waters pending completion 

of a comprehensive review and reconsideration of 

Federal oil and gas permitting and leasing …, including 

potential climate and other impacts associated with oil 
and gas activities on public lands… the Secretary of 

the Interior shall consider whether to adjust royalties 

associated with coal, oil, and gas resources extracted 
from public lands and offshore waters, or take other 

appropriate action, to account for corresponding 
climate costs.”

Executive Order 14008 on Tackling 

the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad
January 27, 2021



“Sec. 209.  Fossil Fuel Subsidies. The heads of 

agencies shall identify …any fossil fuel 

subsidies provided by their respective 

agencies, and then take steps to ensure that, 

…Federal funding is not directly subsidizing 

fossil fuels. The Director of the Office of 

Management and Budget shall seek, in 

coordination with the heads of agencies and 

the National Climate Advisor, to eliminate 

fossil fuel subsidies from the budget request 

for Fiscal Year 2022 and thereafter.”

Executive Order 14008 on Tackling 

the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad
January 27, 2021



“Sec. 215.  Civilian Climate Corps. …the 
Secretary of the Interior… shall submit a 
strategy to the Task Force within 90 days of 
the date of this order for creating a Civilian 
Climate Corps Initiative … to mobilize the 
next generation of conservation and 
resilience workers to …conserve and restore 
public lands and waters, bolster community 
resilience, increase reforestation, increase 
carbon sequestration in the agricultural
sector, protect biodiversity, improve access to 
recreation, and address the changing 
climate.”

Executive Order 14008 on Tackling 

the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad
January 27, 2021



“Sec. 216. Conserving Our Nation’s 

Lands and Waters. The Secretary of the 

Interior … shall submit a report to the 

Task Force within 90 days of the date of 

this order recommending steps that the 

United States should take, working with 

State, local, Tribal, and territorial 

governments …to achieve the goal of 

conserving at least 30 percent of our 
lands and waters by 2030.”

Executive Order 14008 on Tackling 

the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad
January 27, 2021



“Sec. 219. Policy. Agencies shall make 

achieving environmental justice part of their 

missions by developing programs, policies, 

and activities to … secure environmental 

justice and spur economic opportunity for 

disadvantaged communities that have been 

historically marginalized and overburdened 

by pollution and underinvestment in housing, 

transportation, water and wastewater 

infrastructure, and health care.”

Executive Order 14008 on Tackling 

the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad
January 27, 2021



“Sec. 223.  Justice40 Initiative. Within 120 days of the 

date of this order, the Chair of the Council on 

Environmental Quality, et al. … shall jointly publish 

recommendations on how certain Federal investments 

might be made toward a goal that 40 percent of the 

overall benefits flow to disadvantaged 
communities. The recommendations shall focus on 

investments in the areas of clean energy and energy 

efficiency; clean transit; affordable and sustainable 

housing; training and workforce development; the 

remediation and reduction of legacy pollution; and the 
development of critical clean water infrastructure.”

Executive Order 14008 on Tackling 

the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad
January 27, 2021



Effect of Eliminating Selected 

Activity on Currently Classified 

Federal Land
Legislative Fiscal Analyst

October 24, 2016 

“If all extraction and non-recreational activity 
on what is currently classified as federal land 

in Utah were to cease, in 2020 

employment could decline by about 

93,000 jobs (-5%) relative to the 2020 

baseline. Wages could decline by $8 billion (-

5%) and Utah-specific Gross Domestic 

Product (GDP) could fall by $11 billion 

(-6%). By way of comparison, employment 

dropped by about 6% during the past 

housing market-induced recession in 2009 

and 2010, or about 71,000 jobs.“



Deseret News
January 11, 2021

“A study by the 
Wyoming Energy 
Authority predicts an 
outright ban on oil 
and gas production 
on federal lands will 
cost Utah $1.4 billion 
over the first four years 
of a Biden 
administration”

https://www.deseret.com/utah/2021/1/11/22207101/what-will-utahs-energy-landscape-look-like-under-biden

https://www.deseret.com/utah/2020/12/20/22188872/biden-wants-to-end-new-oil-and-gas-leasing-what-does-that-mean-for-utah-study


“The Fiscal and Economic Impacts of 
Federal Onshore Oil and Gas Lease 
Moratorium and Drilling Ban Policies”
Dr. Timothy J. Considine
Professor of Energy Economics
School of Energy Resources
University of Wyoming
December 14, 2020

“Under a drilling ban these 
cumulative losses are $40.5 billion 
near term and $168 billion during 
the last five years from 2036 
through 2040. Lower investment 
directly lowers gross national 
product so these investment losses 
may have national economic 
implications for steel and other oil 
and gas support industries outside 
the study region, which are 
beyond the scope of this study.” https://www.scribd.com/document/488632903/Final-

Report-Federal-Leasing-Drilling-Ban-Policies-121420



“Commit to reject and to veto all 

other false solutions proposes by 

the polluters”

• “Market-based mechanisms and 

emissions trading schemes,” including 

cap and trade.

• “Technology options such as carbon 

capture and storage.”

• “Biomass energy.”

• “Waste-to-energy processes.”

• “Nuclear power.”

https://www.climatepresident.org/Legal-

Authority-for-Presidential-Climate-Action.pdf



“A new report issued 
Thursday by the Southern 
Utah Wilderness Alliance says 
passing America's Red Rock 
Wilderness Act, which would 
protect millions more acres 
of land in Utah, could help 
mitigate the impacts of 
climate change and stem 
the loss of animal species 
and biodiversity.

“Passing the act would be a 
big step toward meeting the 
goals of the 30x30 
Campaign to Save Nature, 
the report says, which aims 
to protect 30% of the earth's 
lands and oceans by 2030 in 
an effort to limit the planet's 
temperature increase.”

Red Rock 

Wilderness Act

https://www.ksl.com/article/50101307/environmentalists-say-protecting-
more-utah-lands-could-help-combat-climate-change-animal-extinctions
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https://suwa.org/the-role-of-americas-red-rock-wilderness-act-in-protecting-biodiversity-and-mitigating-the-climate-crisis/
https://www.campaignfornature.org/50-countries-announce-bold-commitment-to-protect-at-least-30-of-the-worlds-land-and-ocean-by-2030


February 4. 2021

“What role can America’s Red 

Rock Wilderness Act play in 

achieving the Biden 

administrations goals of 

mitigating the climate crisis and 

protecting 30 percent of 

America’s lands and waters by 
2030?”

https://suwa.org/wild-utah-podcast-episode-21-the-grand-nexus-climate-30x30-americas-red-rock-wilderness-act/

https://suwa.org/wild-utah-podcast-episode-21-the-grand-nexus-climate-30x30-americas-red-rock-wilderness-act/


Utah Red Rocks Wilderness Act
Natural Resources Defense Council

February 4. 2021

“The Red Rocks Act proposes to protect almost 

9 million acres of wilderness quality 
land in Utah. …It is more efficient for 

everyone to approach the landscape 

strategically and yields far greater 

conservation benefits. That is what the Biden 

Administration is doing by demonstrating its 

commitment to 30x30. And America’s Red 

Rock Wilderness Act provides a holistic and 

concrete step toward reaching that goal.”

https://www.nrdc.org/experts/sharon-buccino/red-rocks-role-saving-

nature?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=Nature

https://suwa.org/wp-content/uploads/ARRWA_4pager_2020update_GrassrootsVersion_WEB.pdf


The Biden Administration is 
taking Cold War era emergency 
actions to achieve the 30 By 30 
agenda, including invoking the 
National Emergencies Act and 
the Defense Production Act to 
to end all fossil fuel activity and 
mandate a zero-emission green 
economy and infrastructure. 

These actions threaten Utah’s 
economy and self-governance, 
as well as erode American 
federalism designed to secure 
our diverse pursuit of happiness 
and strong national union. 

The Bottom Line



Effect of Eliminating Selected 

Activity on Currently Classified 

Federal Land
Legislative Fiscal Analyst

October 24, 2016 

“If all extraction and non-recreational activity 
on what is currently classified as federal land 

in Utah were to cease, in 2020 

employment could decline by about 

93,000 jobs (-5%) relative to the 2020 

baseline. Wages could decline by $8 billion (-

5%) and Utah-specific Gross Domestic 

Product (GDP) could fall by $11 billion 

(-6%). By way of comparison, employment 

dropped by about 6% during the past 

housing market-induced recession in 2009 

and 2010, or about 71,000 jobs.“



Questions?

Rep. Keven Stratton


